The Greatest Story Ever Told
3.  "Jesus Came For a Purpose."

Introduction

It does not take the reader very long, after getting into "God's Story," to begin to wonder, "Why did people want to kill Jesus?" Throughout the four gospels, we read of people's broken lives being touched by Jesus. He healed sick people, caused the blind to see, enabled crippled and lame men to walk again…. He even raised people from the dead. You would think that every one would have been excited and happy. Wouldn't the presence of "God in the flesh" cause His audience and contemporaries to treat Him with dignity, awe, and respect? Why would any one want to kill Jesus? 
Yet, within three short years, Jesus’ popularity dwindled from masses of people following Him, seeking ways to make Him their king, and laying palm branches in the road for the donkey He was riding, to crying out, "Crucify Him, crucify Him!" What happened?

What would cause people to turn so violently on one who was doing so much good?

Keep the story line in mind. The purpose for which Jesus came was not to make people healthy, wealthy, and happy. In fact, in John 5:36 - 47, Jesus confronts the religious leaders with these words: "You diligently study the scriptures, because by them you think you possess eternal life. These scriptures testify about Me, yet you refuse to come to Me to have life." Jesus accused these religious leaders of distorting God's truth.

Further, his teachings often conflicted with Jewish traditions. He claimed to personally know what God was really like. In fact, He told people they could not enter God's Kingdom by following Jewish laws, but only by believing in Him. What Jesus revealed and what He taught often went against the established opinions and traditions.
Even though Jesus had a power impact on history and His contemporaries through His authoritative and revealing teachings, teaching was not His expressed purpose. Being "the Word that became flesh" (Jn 1:14), He came to communicate the true character of God through His life and relationships. But He also had to do something for humanity that human beings could not do for themselves! In Mark 10:45, Jesus said: "For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life as a ransom for many." A ransom? What kind of persons need to be ransomed? Its people held captive - unable to free themselves. Jesus’ death was God’s provision to pay the debt or ransom for man’s sin!
This is what makes God's story so great. By revealing God's true grace and love and by giving His life through death on a cross, Jesus ransomed us from guilt, God's judgment, a sinful nature and death itself. Seemingly, God took a real chance by stepping into history and submitting to a horrible death as the Son of God, but the fact of His resurrection assures us that forgiveness is real, judgment has been cancelled, a new nature is established and eternal life guaranteed.
Scripture: Isaiah 53:1 - 12

1. One day when you die and stand before God and He asks you, "Why should I allow you into My Heaven?" What would you say?
2. What good news do you find in Isaiah 53 and who is the "HE" Isaiah is referring to? (Hint: John 12:38 - 41)

What We Should Know:
3. What are some distorted ideas Jesus confronted? Mt 5:21 - 22, 27 - 28; Mk 2:23 - 28; Mt 15:3 - 9, 16 - 20; Lu 10:25 - 27.
4. When Jesus taught, how did many people respond? Jn 6:60 - 66.

5. What was Jesus' primary objective in His teachings: to help His listeners to live good lives or to help His listeners to come to know Him and His purpose?     Mark 8:27 - 38.

6. What does Jesus expect from people who want to follow Him? Mt 5:20; 6:14 - 15; 24, 33; 7:21 - 23; Lu 9:23 - 26.
7. What was John's primary objective for writing his gospel? Jn 1:12 - 13; 20:30 - 31.

What We Should Be:
8. What are some beliefs you may have accepted about being a Christian that relies more on church traditions than the Bible?

9. What are some truths or lessons taught by Jesus that have: 1) shocked you;          2) confronted you or 3) blessed you?

10. What does the fact that "Jesus died on the cross to be your Savior" tell you about your condition before God?

11. The majority of people today believe that living a good life will earn them a place in heaven. How does Jesus dispute that? Mk 7:20 - 23; Jn 8:24; 14:6.

What We Should Do:
12. If Jesus is the only way to God, who among your acquaintances needs to know Him?

13. How would you apply Jesus' teaching on "greatness" in your life?    Lu 9:46 - 48.
